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Chapter 5.Th e Head of State 
 
Art. 1. Chapter 1, Article 5 states that the King or Queen who occupies the 
throne of Sweden in accordance with the Act of Succession is the Head of 
State. 
 
Art. 3. The Head of State shall be kept in formed by the Prime Minister 
concerning the affair so f the Realm. The Government convenes as Council of 
State under the chairman ship of the Head of State when required. 
The Head of State shall consult the Prime Minister before under mr taking travel 
abroad. 
 
Art. 4. If the King or Queen who is Head of State is not in a position to perform 
his or her duties, them member of the Royal House in line under the order of 
succession and able to do so shall assume and perform the duties of Head of 
State in the capacity of Regent ad interim . 
 
Art. 5. Should the Royal House become extinct, the Riksdag elects a Regent to 
perform the duties of Head of State until further notice. The Riksdag elects a 
Deputy Regent at the same time. 
The same applies if the King or Queen who is Head of State 
Dies or abdicates and the heir to the throen has not yet reached the age of 
eighteen. 
 
Art. 6. If the King or Queen who is Head of State has been prevented for six 
consecutive months from performing his or her duties, or has failed to perform 
his or her duties, the Government shall notify them atter to the Riksdag. The 
Riksdag decides whether the King or Queen shall be deemed o have abdicated. 
 
Art. 7. The Riksdag may electa person to serveas Regent ad interim under a 
Govern mentorder when no one competent under Article 4 or 5 is in a position 
to serve. 
The Speaker, or, in his or her absence, one of the Deputy Speakers, serves as 
Regent ad interim under a Government order when no other competent person 
is in a position to serve. 
 
Art. 8. The King or Queen who is Head of State cannot be prosecuted for his or  
her actions. Nor can a Regent be prosecuted for his or her actions as Head of 
State.  
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